Dear KU Graduate or Professional Student:

 On behalf of the KU Graduate and Professional Association and the Office of Research and Graduate Studies, I would like to invite you to apply for the Graduate Student Research Competition which will take place in the Kansas Union, Monday, February 23rd, 2009 and the Graduate Student Research Summit on Wednesday, March 12th, 2009 in Topeka.

We have made some exciting changes to the research competition. Traditionally the research competition consisted only of poster board presentations. This year we are including papers. Also, while in the past we have had one competition where each presentation is evaluated against every other presentation from all different fields of study, this year the competition will be broken into three groups: the Humanities and Fine Arts, the Natural Sciences (including the school of Pharmacy and Engineering), and the Social Sciences. Now each presentation will be evaluated and judged only against those from similar disciplines. 
Last year's events were quite a success, and we look to build on that achievement. This year, the graduate students participating in the Graduate Student Research Competition will compete for three $500 awards, three $200 awards, and six $150 awards, sponsored by the Office of Research and Graduate Studies.  

If you are presenting a poster board, then you will prepare a presentation that fits on a 36"x 48" tri-fold presentation board (in 12", 24", 12" sections), which will be provided by GPA.  You will present your research question, describe your methodology, explain its impact on your field, and if applicable, its direct impact on the state of Kansas.  This is not a formal academic presentation and your presentation should be made assessable to the layman. The competition will be judged by a panel of faculty members and administrators from different disciplines.

If you are selected to present a paper, then a panel will read and evaluate your paper and you will be invited to give a 10-15 minute talk on your paper.
We will also be selecting 10 students to travel to Topeka to present their research to state legislators, board of regent members, and lobbyists. Last year selected students traveled to Topeka to present research in the Capitol rotunda, lobbying state legislators and meeting with Governor Kathleen Sebelius on behalf of graduate students in the state of Kansas.  Also, KansasBio, a public-private association of industry leaders in the state of Kansas, met with the students and gave awards totaling to $3000 to students with exceptional work.  These different events demonstrated the critical importance of funding graduate schools by showing how graduate student research directly affects Kansas.
 If you would like to apply, please fill out the Graduate Student Research Competition application found at the GPA website, http://www.ku.edu/~gpa. Please return it to the address at the bottom of the form by 5:00, Friday, January 30th, or email the information to me at mccabe@ku.edu.  If you have further questions please feel free to email me.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Ryan McCabe
Executive Director  of the Graduate and Professional Association 

