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for nourishment.  Throughout the 1970s, numerous 
famines occurred, leaving the Karimojong population 
to depend on international aid agencies for survival.  

Disease risks among children and adults have 
altered as a result of the changing pattern of violence 
in Moroto District.  Infectious disease had the greatest 
impact on the mortality pattern for women and children 
during recent decades.  Therefore, the high mortality 
of adult women and children was indirectly linked to 
the effects of violence; high infectious disease load was 
a result of poor access to health care and the increase 
in population density at agricultural homesteads after 
the introduction of automatic weapons into the area.  
Throughout the 1970s and 1980s and into the 1990s, 
several widespread cholera and dysentery epidemics 
occurred, corresponding to the increase in the number of 
deaths of women and children reported to have resulted 
from diarrheal diseases during this time period. 

For adult men the majority of deaths were 
not the result of epidemic disease but were attributed 
directly to being participants in violent cattle raids, 
because men were not forced to become sedentary at 
overly crowed relief centers as were women.  In the 
1940s 12% of adult male deaths were attributed to 
violence.  However, after the 1950s deaths resulting 
from acts of violence (during a raid, confrontation with 
soldiers, or through alcohol poisoning) escalated and 
have remained above 30%, accounting for the largest 
proportion of deaths among all reported causes since 
the 1960s.  With the introduction of automatic weapons 
in Karamoja in 1979, violent cattle raids are now 
carried out with great loss to human life explaining 
the largest proportion of adult male mortality in this 
sample for recent decades.  AK-47ôs are carried by 
most adult males in Karamoja and have extended the 
killing capacities in this society.  Violence during the 
late 1980s through the 1990s has only escalated.  Not 
only are cattle raids now extremely violent, but guns are 
used to kill members of different territorial afý liations 
through hijacking vehicles on main roads.

While this study may provide a starting point 
for the mortality analysis of the Karimojong, further 
analysis is needed.  For my doctoral dissertation 
research I plan to continue studying the demography of 
the Karimojong, paying particular attention to the distal 
and proximal causes of infant and child mortality.    

Congratulations to 
Jack Hofman and Jeannette 

Blackmar as well as 
Phil Melton and Jennifer Rack 
on the recent birth of their sons!
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these efforts.  This search will require application of 
multi-disciplinary expertise in order to be successful.ò

He and his wife, who lived for many years in 
Kansas, have established endowments at four other 
major universities in order to pursue this same research 
objective. The fund the Cramers established for KU 
is endowed, which means that the principal is never 
spent and a designated percentage of the fundôs income 
is given to KU each year for the purpose speciý ed by 
the donor. To initiate the research at KU quickly, the 
couple also provided $30,000 in expendable funds for 
the 2002-2003 academic year.

The Cramersô gifts count toward the $500 
million goal of KU First: Invest in Excellence, the 
largest fund-raising campaign in KU history. KU 
Endowment is conducting KU First on behalf of the 
university through 2004 to raise funds for scholarships, 
fellowships, professorships, capital projects and 
program support. KU Endowment is an independent, 
non-proý t organization serving as the ofý cial fund-
raising and fund-management organization for KU. 

The Carroll D. Clark speaker for 2002-2003 was Dr. Olga Soffer. Soffer is a professor 
at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign in the Department of Anthropology. Her 
primary research interests at the moment include studying artifacts from the Upper 
Paleolithic of Europe that show evidence of cordage, textiles and basketry in use at least 
28,000 years ago.  The existence of these materials was identiþ ed through impressions 
on ceramics.  Additionally, Soffer has also identiþ ed a number of tools that were used to 
make textiles, cordage, and baskets.  Soffer has taken this information a bit further and 
begun to ask questions about who was making and using these invisible artifacts. These 
questions have allowed her to think about gender and the role of women in the past, some 
of which was incorporated into her lecture while here at KU. In addition to the lecture 
Soffer was able to visit with colleagues in the department and with graduate students. 
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Dr. Rolfe Mandel has been named the ý rst 
Odyssey Research Professor of Geoarcheology. This 
position was created by the Odyssey Archaeological 
Research Fund, an endowment fund set up by Joe and 
Maude Cramer. Mandel received his Ph.D. from the 
University of Kansas in 1990. He has spent much of 
his career studying geoarchaeology on the central Great 
Plains and has been researching what geoarchaeology 
can tell us about the earliest people on the Great 
Plains.

Field, laboratory, and collection work supported 
by the Odyssey Archaeological Research Fund is being 
undertaken at a variety of sites in the summer of 
2003. Sites such as the Kanorado site (14SN105), the 
Claussen site (14WB322) and the Vincent-Donovan 
(14BA308) are being excavated while survey is being 
undertaken at variety of locations in the midcontinent 
region. Additional ý eld work, analysis, and preparation 
of reports will take place in the fall.

Dr. Rolfe Mandel Named Director
Wlerrsr V}er

Shannon Ryan






















