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Welcome Back!

Welcome back, everyone! And welcome to all
of our new graduate students! According to
numbers from Lydia Ash, we have 23 new ad-
ditions to the department in the MA, MFA, and
Ph.D. program (and this doesn’t include those
who have completed MAs and continued on in
the Ph.D. program!). It’s great to have such
fantastic numbers!

New Students,

In this issue of SAGE Advice, you’ll be
introduced to the new members of SAGE.
There will also be tips for surviving
comps, recipes, and great places to study.
Okay, kidding about the recipes, but the
rest is true! So, sit back and take a few
moments to peruse this year’s first issue of
SAGE Advice.

New Talent!

With all of our new students, we have a great
deal of talent. Meet the new members of our
department.

Robert J. Baumann
Hometown: Milwaukee

Summer activities: Obsessed over my fantasy
baseball teams. | have 7 of them.

Special talents: Grilled cheese!

Literary character you’d be and why: Vera or
Linus from by Jesse Ball and
Thordis Bjornsdottir

Other job/career you’d like besides this one?
Professional gambler

Amy Sherman
Hometown: Seattle

Summer activities: Read many children’s fan-
tasy books at Barnes and Noble

Special talents: Mastication & digestion

Literary character you’d be and why: Princess
Amy from for obvious
reason.

Other job/career you’d like besides this one?
Pirate Captain

Jackie McClenny

Home: Lawrence, KS

Josh Hart
Home: Lawrence, KS

Summer activities: Nothing. | enjoyed my
summer vacation reward from teaching
high school. I sat around, played with my
puppy, and then sat in a different spot.

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Maybe | could be the guy who tests
new jet engines by launching frozen tur-
keys into them.

Patrick Phillips
Home: California
Summer activities: Worked & read

Special talents: sculpting, listening, encour-
aging other’s special talents

Literary character you’d be and why:
Harry Potter

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Architect
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New Students, New Talent!

(continued from page 1)
Mickey Cesar (Argumedo)
Hometown: Lawrence, KS

Summer activities: Worked as associate
editor for 1-70 Review, worked at Ein-
stein Brother’s Bagel’s, played kickball
in Kaw Valley Kickball League

Special talents: | am a television repair-
man and cat magnet

Literary character you’d be and why:
“Bartleby the Scribner

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? I’d be a sailor in the Merchant Ma-
rine or a coffee vender in Qatar.

Kristen Lillvis

Hometown: Ashlabila, Ohio, and lived in
Buffalo, NY last year

Summer Activities: Worked at Leisure
Living, a pool supplies company, where |
took catalog orders for pool liners, filters,
& floats over the phone

Special talents: I have a very high-pitched
whistle.

Literary character you’d be and why: Not
sure but my favorite is Scout from )
* &

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Not working for a pool supplies
company

Maria Polonchek

Hometown: Anywhere husband & sons
are

Summer activities: Played ultimate Fris-
bee, did 3 triathlons, hung out at the lake
in northern Michigan

Special talents: Talking on cell phone,
pumping breast milk, and driving at the
same time

Literary character you’d be and why:
Holden Caulfield

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Rodeo cowgirl

Kari Jackson

Hometown: Hutchinson, KS, but just
came here from Manhattan, KS

Summer Activities: Worked full-time at
the Dusty Bookshelf in Manhattan. Went
to two concerts

Special talents: Doesn’t have one...

Literary character you’d be and why:
Perhaps Alice (" L| )
because I’m curious and love to explore
new places

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Own a business

Andy Anderegg (Technically Eliza-
beth, but NEVER Liz or Lizzy)

Hometown: Where the heart is? Wash-
ington, D.C. suburb Alexandria, VA

Summer Activities: Worked as an Infor-
mation Technology Cord Management
Specialist Level 111 at University of Okla-
homa. Basically, manual labor

Special talents: Pirating movies and TV
shows, but don’t tell the governments;
they’ll accuse me of supporting terrorism

Literary character you’d be and why:
Lolita? Does that make me seem unfit?

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Trash collector in Detroit, but they
aren’t accepting applications right now...

Ali Brox

Hometown: Kansas City, Reno, NV, and
Lawrence

Summer Activities: Traveled in Ger-
many, Czech Republic, & Austria;
worked on my tan at Lake Tahoe; defi-
nitely didn’t get as much work done on
that journal article as intended

Special talents: Cooking in a crock-pot
and dancing like no one’s watching

Literary character you’d be and why: The
Little Prince or Dorothy from Oz

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Professional Basketball player.

Erin Conley

Hometown: Emporia, KS and Fargo-
Moorhead (ND/MN)

Summer Activities: Read some books, ate
some food, and lost my keys 12 times

Special talents: An impeccable sense of
direction

Literary character you’d be and why:
Grendel—I’m surly and live in a cave

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Mummy hunter, curse breaker

Samantha Bishop Simmons

Hometown: Lawrence, duh. North of
Little Rock, AR

Summer activities: Met Neil Gaiman (!),
bought lots of books, got married

Special talents: Amazingly adepts at re-
membering names & other, more useless
trivia. Can also fall down any stairs |
encounter

Literary character you’d be and why:
Roland from Sking’s + & for
sheer bad assery

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Always harbored a secret desire to
be a florist, but still might leave this job/
career to be a librarian.

(continued on page 3)
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New Students, New Talent!

(continued from page 2)
Sandra Cox

Hometown: Emporia, KS
Summer activities: Sweat

Special talents: Especially good at com-
muting. Perhaps it’s all the practice.

Literary character you’d be and why:
Oedipa Maus from , - be-
cause of my deep seated fascination with
Maxwell’s demon

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Dog-catcher

Meghan Kuckelman
Hometown: Wichita

Summer activities: started learning
French; read philosophy (Nietzsche,
Plato, Heidegger); went to a 90th birth-
day party; ready Harry Potter & a book
about a cat; didn’t work

Special talents: Mixing together random
refrigerator finds into delicious pasta
dishes

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Professional proofreader

Paula Prisacaru
Hometown: lasi, Romania
Summer Activities: Went to Romania

Special talents: Cooking Romanian food,
sometimes other kinds of food as well

Literary character you’d be and why:
Melchiade ( - / 0

)

Other job/career you’d like besides this
one? Restaurant owner (not quite sure
that is a job!)

Natalie McAllister

Hometown: Topeka, or more specifically,
the horse barn

Summer activities: Horse showed, trav-
eled to Costa Rica, worked and read great
works of literature...

Special talents: Can read extremely ver-
bose and occasionally drab pieces of lit-
erature and enjoy them. Also jump horses
in spare time

Literary character you’d be and why:

Eula Varner (Snopes) because she is a
country redneck vixen with attitude and

A Note From the Editor

command of a postage stamp piece of dirt
in rural Mississippi

Other job/career you’d like beside this
one? Horse trainer

Anna Gonzales
Hometown: Topeka, KS

Summer activities: Visited Italy, where |
saw the Pope, twisted an ankle, fell
asleep in my opera box, and was quite the
tourist

Literary character you’d be and why:
Currently? Harry Potter—he’s having a
great summer

Welcame to all of eur
new graduate students!

Welcome back,
Everyone! Okay,
welcome back a

~ couple of months
ago! So sorry
about the delay
of SAGE Ad-
vice. There have
been a number of
things contribut-
ing to my tardi-
ness: Comps,
teaching, comps,
my laptop needing to be repaired (TWICE),
comps...okay, okay, enough whining about
exams.

Since exams are on my mind, and there are

a number of us in that mode, I’m giving a
little space to this topic in this issue of
SAGE Advice. Angela Glover offers
some tips for surviving. I’ll be offering
suggestions for places to study (and hey,
even if you’re not in Comps mode, these
are great places to study or hang out!).

The big news this past semester has been
the move into our new digs in Wescoe.
Thanks to Lori Whitten, it went
smoothly. The even bigger news is that
we’ll be moving again after spring semes-
ter. SAGE has been working to offer
suggestions for our future office spaces.
Please attend SAGE meetings, or contact
officers for updates (see Meet the Offi-
cers on page 4). Your input is greatly

appreciated.

Finally, see the SAGE website for pic-
tures, announcements, etc. throughout the
semester. Kristin Bovaird-Abbo does a
great job in keeping the site up to date.

As we prepare for upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing and Winter Breaks, and Spring Se-
mester, please think of items you might
like to see in SAGE. Email me at
skeet83@ku.com for updates, submis-
sions, and anything else of interest you’d
like to see on these pages.

And | promise, next semester, I’ll be on
the ball! Promise!
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Exam Tips from Angela

Angela Glover took (and passed!)
her Ph.D. Comprehensive Exami-
nation this semester. | asked her
for some of her survival sugges-
tions.

9. Listen to your chair when he
gives you advice on who to put on
your committee.

8. Utilize secondary sources (Literature
Online) and EGARC, friends, others
studying even if they are not reading
what you are reading

7. Find a way to organize the material
that makes sense to you-design a pre-
tend course, create graphic organizers

with big picture questions or themes...

6. Set up a reading schedule-treat it like
you are going to work : 6 hours a day, 3
books a day, 10 books a week and re-
ward yourself

Places to Study Around Lawrence

5. Notate after you read, don't
save the pile for the end of the list,
you WILL forget.

Review your notes once a week,
you WILL forget.

4. Move from notes to note cards
the week before the test so you
can review a list in a single sitting

3. Practice answering questions
out loud

2. Be sure to thank your committee;
three hours is a long time!

1. Know that the folks at OPI are al-
ways looking for over qualified indi-
viduals to work in the nail polish nam-
ing department so you will be hirable if
you decide to NOT take the test!

SAGE Officers and Staff

Since I’ve started studying for exams,
I’ve come to know several of the local
coffee shops really well. I’ve also re-
ceived some suggestions from other stu-
dents Here are some of the favorites:

Bistro Bella. 3514 Clinton Pkwy (in the
HyVee Strip Mall). Coffee, soda, des-
serts, and a menu that includes salads,
Panini, and pizza. They have an omelet
bar on weekends until Noon. Good at-
mosphere. Tables, couches, outdoor seat-
ing. Free WiFi. One of Lawrence’s best
kept secrets! Drawback: Limited
hours...they close by 6—8 PM.

Dunn Bros Coffee. 1618 W. 23rd. Cof-
fee, bottled water, soda, desserts, yogurt,
etc. Comfy chairs or tables. Fireplace that
they actually use in the fall and winter. 2
computer stations (free!) Free WiFi.
Drawbacks: Small, and can get rather
busy and loud.

2’s Espresso. 1800 E 23rd St. Coffee,
tea, drinks, desserts. Free WiFi. It’s off
the beaten track so less of a chance to run
into students, etc. Drawbacks: Uncom-
fortable chairs.

Aimee’s Coffee House. 1025 Mass. Cof-

fee, tea, food (including a chili that will
clear the sinuses!). Comfy seating. Free
WiFi. Drawbacks: It can get busy be-
cause it
is well
known
andina
central
loca- comfortable and productive.”

tion.

“It’s all about what makes you

Ein-

stein Bros Bagels. 1026 Mass. Bagels,
salads, sandwiches, pastries, coffee, soda.
They have excellent omelet sandwiches.
Lots of tables. Drawbacks: No WiFi.

The Java Break. 17 E. 7th St. Coffee,
sodas, menu that includes 24 hour break-
fast items. Pastries, etc. Free WiFi. Open
24 Hours. Computer stations. Drawbacks:
Central location so it can get busy. How-
ever, they have a lot of seating.

There are tons of other places, many I’m
sure I’ve never heard about. When it
comes down to it, it’s all about working
where you are comfortable and where
you can be productive. Good luck!

SAGE Officers and staff this year are:

Heather Bastian, co-President.
hbastian@Kku.edu

Keri Behre, co-President.
kbehre@gmail.com

Nate Williams, Secretary.
natew59@ku.edu

Stephanie Scurto, Treasurer.
sscurto@ku.edu

Amy Sherman, First-Year Liason.

Kristin Lillvus, First-Year Liason.
lillvis@ku.edu

Kristin Bovaird-Abbo, SAGE Web Master
kabob@ku.edu

Susan K. Thomas, SAGE Advice Editor.
skeet83@ku.edu

Visit us on the Web!
http://groups.ku.edu/~sagegroup/
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